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alcohol in three forms of tests, viz.: ( a ) to find the time 
required for simple reaction, i. e., for a message received by 
the sefises and returned by the motor nerves; (b) for dis¬ 
crimination ; (c) for decision. In all of these tests, involving 
a certain interposition of cortical activity, the mental pro¬ 
cesses were found to be prolonged and retarded by the 
absorption of alcohol by the person under experiment. 

DRUNKENNESS : ITS INFLUENCE UPON THE MIND. 

Dr. T. L. Wright, of Bellefontaine, Ohio, has an article 
in the “ Quarterly Journal of Inebriety,” for January, in 
which he studies the effects of alcohol upon the mind. He 
rightly disparages the common opinion that this substance 
really adds to the power, scope, and brilliancy of intellectual 
operations, and truly remarks that the poison impresses and 
modifies the mental faculties separately and in detail, and 
also throws an undefined and immovable glamour over the 
mind as a whole, so that it is quite incapable of correctly 
judging of its own condition. The attention of an intoxicated 
man is 'more difficult to enlist than that of a sober man, 
because, his nervous sensibilities being enfeebled, he is not 
thoroughly alive to ordinary sensations and impressions, 
and for this reason his ideas become fixed, his opinions 
unchangeable, while in this state. He may not even rightly 
feel the flight of time, and be astonished when told how late 
it is. Under the same circumstances wonderful egotism 
becomes developed in him. The geniality and good-nature 
of new intoxication are intensely selfish. He loses his 
affection, love, or regard for others, and manifests a morbid 
feeling of grandeur united with one of condescension for 
others. When used as a stimulant by public speakers, 
alcohol is apt to cause a superficial fluency of speech, while 
really detracting from its merit or wit. It causes the 
expression of empty assumptions and baseless exaggera¬ 
tions, and the delivery of a string of pompous or high- 
sctunding verbiage, instead of words pregnant with thought. 
It also produces a diminution of sensations and a dullness 
of perception, and often an aberration of the latter, so that 
illusions, hallucinations, and delusions are produced. The 
idea that somehow he is physically invulnerable is no doubt 
largely due to the dullness of sensation and perception in 
the person intoxicated, and this idea is no doubt the cause 
of those rash exhibitions of reckless courage often given by 
intoxicated persons. 

The influence of alcohol upon consciousness is well known. 
All the mental processes included under that term are im¬ 
paired by it. Memory, judgment, discrimination, are para- 
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lyzed by alcoholic anesthesia. Reasoning i& impossible, 
for the “ data of consciousness ” are dim, imperfect, or 
absent. 

The author concludes by observing that alcohol in small 
quantities will render consciousness dim, feeble, unreliable, 
while in larger portions it will disorganize the powers of 
consciousness, or will totally wreck and destroy it. 

ON THE DIAGNOSIS OF NEURALGIA IN AND ABOUT 
THE EYES. 

Dr. A. D. Williams calls attention to a symptom attend¬ 
ing neuralgia of the fifth pair, which he justly considers 
quite important, viz.: the tenderness of the skin after the 
attack has passed off, or even while the pain is present. 
Touching of the scalp or slight pulling of the hair is pain¬ 
ful. The eyeball may also be tender to the touch. Other 
aids to diagnosis are the frequent periodicity of neuralgia, 
and the fact that if any considerable inflammation is present 
the pain is probably not neuralgic.— St. Louis Med. and 
Surg. Journal, Feb., 1890, p. 109. 

IODOFORM IN CEREBRO-SPINAL MENINGITIS. 

“In the Tchernigov weekly ‘Zemsky Vratch,’No. 10, 
1889, p. 151, Dr. G. Levitsky, of Vostrovskaia, calls atten¬ 
tion to excellent effects in cerebro-spinal meningitis ob¬ 
tained from the internal administration of iodoform given 
in the form of two-grain pills, three times a day. He 
reports a striking case, that of a woman suffering with an 
exceedingly severe form of the disease, in which, after all 
other means had utterly failed, the administration of the 
drug was almost immediately followed by a steady im¬ 
provement. On the third day of the treatment contractures 
of the right, and on the fifth of the left, upper limb dis¬ 
appeared ; by the end of the fourth week the patient was 
practically well. The drug was therefore discontinued. 
A relapse, however, rapidly followed, but yielded .at once 
to another course of iodoform ; a complete and permanent 
recovery taking place ultimately. In all, one ounce of iodo¬ 
form was taken in the course of two months. No untoward 
accessory effects were ever observed .”—Canada Med. Record, 
Jan., 1890. 

THE BROMIDES IN EPILEPSY. 

“Dr. Moritz Gauster, whose extensive experience in the 
treatment of this disease enables him to speak authorita¬ 
tively, concludes as follows : (1) The bromide treatment in 



